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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC 
FISHERIES (ICNAF) 

1. PLEASE PASS THE FOLLOWING TO L. R. DAY, EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY OF ICNAF, FOR CIRCULATION AS A COMMISSIONERS 
DOCUMENT: 

JOINT UNITED STATES-CANADA PROPOSAL FOR AMENDMENT OF 
PROPOSAL (14) PROPOSAL FOR MANAGEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
QUOTA REGULATION FOOTNOTE 1 

THE RECENT RAPID EXPANSION OF THE COMMISSION S CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM HAS INCLUDED NATIONALIZED CATCH QUOTAS ON VIRTUALLY 
ALL DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING FISHERIES IN THE NORTHWEST 
ATLANTIC REGION. AS A RESULT, THERE HAS BEEN GENERATED AN 
URGENT NEED FOR MORE AND BETTER BIOLOGICAL AND STATISTICAL 
INFORMATION AS A BASIS FOR PRECISE SCIENTIFIC ADVICE TO THE 
COMMISSION. THUS, THE SUCCESS OF THE COMMISSION S CONSERVA- 
TION PROGRAMS IS RELATED TO THE DEGREE TO WHICH FISHERMEN 
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FOOTNOTE 1: ADOPTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES IN PLENARY SESSION 14 JUNE 
1974 - PROCEEDINGS NO. 20, APPENDIX III. 

OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS ADHERE TO THE REPORTING AND REGULA- 
TORY MEASURES DEVELOPED AND ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION. 

ATTEMPTS TO DEVELOP MUTUAL CONFIDENCE IN THE ICNAF QUOTA 
REGULATION SYSTEM HAVE RESULTED IN THE PRESENT SCHEME OF 
RECORDING OF CATCH: 

"4. THAT THE GOVERNMENTS TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTION TO EN- 
SURE THAT ALL VESSELS UNDER THEIR JURISDICTION WHICH FISH 
IN THE CONVENTION AREA AND IN THE ADJACENT WATERS TO THE 
WEST WITHIN STATISTICAL AREA 0 AND IN THE ADJACENT WATERS 
TO THE WEST AND SOUTH WITHIN STATISTICAL AREA 6 RECORD 
THEIR CATCHES DURING THE PERIOD ON A DAILY BASIS AC- 
CORDING TO POSITION, AMOUNT, DATE, TYPE OF GEAR, AMOUNT OF 
EFFORT, I.E., NUMBER OF SETS (OR HOOKS) X TIME GEAR ON THE 
BOTTOM (OTTER TRAWL) OR FISHING (MIDWATER TRAWL, LINES, 

OTHER GEAR), DISCARDS, CATCH COMPOSITION, AND DISPOSITION 
OF CATCH." 

IT IS THE VIEW OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA OFFICIALS 
THAT THE ABOVE PROVISION DOES NOT PROVIDE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ADEQUATE ENFORCEMENT OF QUOTA REGULATIONS DUE TO ITS 
FAILURE TO REQUIRE MAINTENANCE OF CATCH RECORDS OVER A 
PERIOD SUFFICIENT TO DEMONSTRATE COMPLIANCE WITH COMMISSION 
REGULATIONS. WE THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT AT THE 1975 ANNUAL 
MEETING THE COMMISSION CONSIDER AMENDING EXISTING REGULA- 
TIONS TO PROVIDE FOR A MANDATORY REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN 
ON BOARD CUMULATIVE CATCH RECORDS BY SPECIES AS WELL AS 
TOTAL CATCH FOR EACH DIVISION AND SUB-DIVISION FOR THE 
QUOTA YEAR. KISSINGER 
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